The matter about which you write to me is rather complicated.

I 4o not know why you infer that no payments were made before
the war, K 3 was written more than a year before the 1914 war broke
out. Is it not likely that one or more payments were made between
June 1913 and August 19147

It is only the vaguest of memories, but I chould suess that they
were made, J

K 7 was written after the war had broken out.

I do not suppose that the Cambridge University Press would have
kneun about the payments if they were nade. They were hot made in
order te subsidise the book and had no direct relation %o the book,
The payments were intended to make Johnson financially able to resign
his lectureship at Cambridge University for which he had been naid a
salary, and thus to give him more time to get <n with his own philosophgeal
research and thinking,

Note that Wittgenstein had no regular job at Camiridge before the
':?ZNN ?ﬁat came later. He had been a lecturer at Liverpool, and went
there undér his own steam, eo to speak, being then rich, At Liverpool,
he became aware of Bertrand Rualoll. He went to Cambridge in order to
g0 to Bertrand Russell's lectures, not Johnson's, It was when he
8ot to Cambridge that he got tc know about and formed his admiration
for Johnson,

Bertrand Russell regarded Wittgenstein as a fearful bore, It was

Keynes, not Ruesedl, who was fond of him, although his subject, formal

logic, was of course Russell's and rot Keynes', He knew nothing about
economica,

Brian McGuinness,
The Queen's College,
Oxford .
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Yours of February 6. -

I am quite confident that payments were sctually made before
the wvar. o

The sentence that you have put in brackets at the end of your
first paragraph seeme to eonfirm this, The implication is that
during the war money would not be paid,

As things turned out, payments were entirely impessible after
the war. The Austitan currency was completely blocked,

I see that you quote a letter from a Naomi Bentwich. I would
ihggest getting in touch with her,brother, Joseph Solomon bentwich,
who was & schoolboy friend of mines I am afraid I do not know if
he is still alive, He lives in Tel Aviv and it is about a dozen
years since I last saw him. I may say of him that he was an
absolutely topclass mathematician and mathematical physicist, e
wae offered a Fellowship at Trinity College after he had completed
his degree, but he preferred to go out to dig the soil in Palestine.
This was an idealistic gesture, But he did not find muoh idealism
among other diggers and migrated to become a schoslmaster at Tel
Aviv, He did not find much ideslism at the school either, He
ocame over to consult me Bwelve ysars ago as to what he should do with
the rest of his so far largely wasted Iife, I am afraid shat I do
not know what he d4id do,. Ap he was in Cambridge at the time when
these things were going on, and was in touch with the philomphers,
he mnight have some memory about the Wittgenstein events,

To tell you the truth, I do not recall A. V. Whitehead ever
mentioning Wittgenstein, I think that the personality of Wittgenstein,
veuld have somewhat iwpitated Whitehead, wvho was a very siraightforward
snd unaffected person, |

My friendship with Whitehead originated from the fact that his son,
who wvas a very dear, sweet person, wvas my ocontemporary at Vestainster
School during the Pirst World War, Characteristically, he volunteered
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Dear McGuinness,

Eric Whiyeheaﬂ waE my age and at wCstminatcr S.hool with me,
But, unlike me who awaited my turn to6 be onlled uj in September
1918, he volunteered for the air forece when he vae barcly 17 years
old and was killed within a matter of months, 50 I don't think
that U;ttgcnstein can have known him, My recollection is that
lorth got a Jjob to teach science. at, oddly enough, the Harvard

',ma.nus Sehool. The daughter got a job in the Widener Library.

slweays visited the Whitereads, in due course the widow only, when
in Cambridge, Masc.

I think 1 told you that, when they were still in Fngland,
,‘*i‘gularly went to thelr weekly after dinner At lHomes, every week

‘when I was still at Westminster and every week luring wacations after

I had gone Lo Nxford, When at Oxford I always svent t.e wacations
- s5ix months per year - living with my mother in London.

I don't know what you mean by saying that Fath was a "contemporary”
of Wittgenstein's at Trinity, Vittgenstein war not an undergraduate
at Camiridge, though he did go to leotures there for a time before
the 1914 war, He had no special connzction with Trinity thén,

Wittgenstein may have known about Eric Whitehead by hearsay and
praised his heroism.

I am glad tc hear that my recollection of what I learnt about
pré-war payments to Johnson hac been verified.

Alfred North's wife had a strong Prench accent ani dressed herself in
a fashicnable Prenchified style, According ¥® Whe's Who her father
was Capt. Vade of the Seaforth Highlandersy that dcesn't sound very
French! Perhpps her mother was French,  Perhaps her parenis vere
separated and she spent time with her mether in France?
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for the Air Force when he was only just seventesn years old, falsifying
his age. He was sent to fight in France after little more than three
months of training. We were more ruthless in World War I, well,
perhaps we had to be; our situation was much more demerate than in
World War II, This charming young man was almost immediately killed.

Whitehead went to live in Chelsea, after he became Professor of the
College of Seiaznce and Technology in Seuth Kensington, which was later
incorporated in London Univorsity. He had what one might eall an
*At Home" for his friends once a week after dinner. I elways lived
with my mother during the vacations and always went to Whitehead's
"At Homes", There had to be something very important to prevent my
going.

Fe was a very charming and sweet perscon, He had none of the
snpobbery of "Blooasbury"j; actuelly, I think that he rather disliked
Noomsbury., One just met the run of students or Professors at the
Cellege in South Kensington and some toadies. Ke had a very interesting
Prench wife, but, tc the extent that she was a little bit of a snch -
not much so - it was social rather than intellectual snobbery. But
socialites, as you may imagine, had not the slightest ldea that Whitehead
was a person of any importance, The consequence was that her little
gatherings consisted of rather dull people,

I always made an effort to go, because Whitehead himself was such
an interesting man and asuch a great charmer, I always enjoyed my
evenings with him very much indeed,

Well, as I said, I don't recall his ever mentioning Wittgenstein.

Brian MeGuinness Eesq,
The Queen's College,
Oxford.



